
 

 1 

 
 
 
COTTON FROM BRAZIL The technological giant  
 
You have heard mention of ABRAPA, and this is the name of the Brazilian National Cotton 
Association, which is supported by its 10 state members, one association for each state that 
grows cotton. As you see this extraordinary association covers 99% of all area cotton planted in 
Brazil, which means 99% of all cotton production and 100% of all cotton exports, are executed 
by members of the State Associations and so members of ABRAPA. Honoured to be here and 
thank you for having received us. 
 
I am sure as cotton experts you all know the numbers, but quickly I will just remined you. Last 
year Brazil produced 2.830 million tons, planting 1.6 million hectares, so a yield of 1733 kilos 
per hectare. A really remarkable performance, and the trend line is clearly positive, now the 4th 
largest producer in the world after China, India and USA and now 2nd place, with 1.309 million 
tons, as the world’s cotton exporter, overtaking CFA Zone, India and USA. We expect to export 
over 1.8 million tons 2019/20 seasons.  
 
Quality characteristics continue to improve over the years and currently the averages are very 
encouraging but even so we continue to invest very heavily in research and technology. 
 
As you see with Micronaire for example, we are now achieving over 50% in the prime range of 
3.7 – 4.2, while almost 50% of our cotton has a staple length of over 1.14 (1 5/32) inch.  In 
strength 75% is between the range of 28-32 gram per tex, whilst fibre uniformity 71% is in 80 to 
83 range and the corresponding short fibre nearly 25% is in the range 6.1 to 8.0 and 50% 8.1 to 
10.0. 
 
How this has been achieved, and where we are going is, the principle objective of this 
presentation.   
  
We need to be partners today, and for the future, as your reliable and transparent suppliers of 
raw cotton. 
 
Like the textile industry in Vietnam, Brazil’s story of cotton growing is based on human 
perseverance and technology and it is the technology that we want to talk about today, why?, 
because we see that our clients, the textile industry, also advancing in technology at a very fast 
rate. The textile industry today talks about, quality constancy, productivity, reduced energy 
consumption, sustainability, “just in time delivery”, on-line retail and now “blockchain” and 
“version 4.0” , all to supply the consumer with better and more economical products. 
 
Brazil cotton is dedicated to the same goals, quality constancy, productivity, reduced energy 
consumption, sustainability, transparency and of course value for money. 
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To show how we got to this level of sophistication, let us go back in history. ------ Towards the 
end of the 20th century cotton was grown and hand-picked in the southern states of Brazil, 
principally Sao Paulo and Parana. Transport was also labour intensive. The cotton gins were 
slow and old, the quality mediocre and the cost of production high. Production fell and Brazil 
started importing cotton for the textile industry, at one time over 500,000 tons per year, more 
than half the national consumption.  Something had to be done to save the textile industry and 
revive exports, and, as land was being opened up in the Centre West, especially in the State of 
Mato Grosso, cotton production was initiated there, but under very difficult conditions, 
especially with the very high level of rainfall and humidity which are not friends of cotton. The 
land had to be flat to avoid erosion, the farms had to be very large be economical for 
mechanisation, and most important the cotton plants had to be resistant against all types of 
deceases and insect infestation never encountered before in the south. 
 
The solution was technology, as each new threat to production arose, Brazil under the 
leadership of their cotton associations represented here today, met them head on and with 
dedication and perseverance, using research to overcame these obstacles, and so that cotton 
production spread throughout the area of Mato Grosso and into Bahia, and Goias   all 
represented here today, as well as South Mato Grosso and Minas Gerias.  
 
Today and tomorrow, like the textile industry, Brazil cotton continues this same path to satisfy 
their customers’ needs for constant quality at competitive prices. 
 
So let us update you on the latest technological advances in seed development, - drones, - 
harvesting equipment, - ginning - and cotton classing, all to achieve your needs, for constant high 
quality cotton at competitive prices, and Brazil, as a reliable, honest and transparent supplier of 
cotton to the Vietnam Textile Industry. 
 
Seed development.  Cotton production is expensive, the distances the cotton has to travel to the 
final destination vast, so productivity and cost control must be achieved, at the same time 
improving quality and constancy. Brazil has therefore developed short cycle cotton seeds, which 
reduced the planting to maturity from 190 days to 150 days. The same has been achieved for soy 
seeds, thereby allowing cotton to be planted directly after harvesting the soy, with all the land 
quality and organic benefits this provides.  
 
By increasing the land output with two crops per year, thereby reducing the cost of production 
without effecting the outturn quality, this alone has allowed cotton production in Brazil to 
increase at a staggering rate to be today, the fourth largest producer of cotton in the world. Some 
of our states, like Bahia do not have the climatic conditions for the two crops back to back, but 
they have increased productivity and efficiency with new seed development to maintain their 
competitive edge. 
 
So what is the future? What are Brazil’s plans for the next years to maintain their leadership in 
rain grown cotton? Constancy or uniformity on cotton production in rain grown areas is a 
challenge, but Brazil is aware of this, so much research is being developed for seeds which 
produce cotton plants on which individual bolls maturity is closer together, ensuring more 
uniformity and less short fibre when the cotton is ginned.   
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All this under the umbrella of ecological and economic sustainability which Brazil guarantees by 
participating in the Better Cotton Initiative Program, known as BCI. Almost very bale of Brazilian 
cotton is certified under the program, which is fully supported by the ABRAPA program called 
ABR, where the criteria are even more strict than BCI. ARI includes 178 indicators compared but 
only 25 as required by BCI. Actually 80% of cotton produced is certified which represents 31% 
of the world production of BCI Cotton. The principle of sustainability is built on the three pillars, 
Social, Environmental, and Economic. 
 
In the field, technology is at work, drones are used to check the crop development over vast 
distances, ---- the most modern cotton harvesters producing the round seed cotton bales in the 
field, reducing handling, energy consumption and costs, and also maintaining quality. ---- The 
gins are consistently being modernised for quality maintenance and quality improvements. 
 
Brazil has gone one step further with technology, introducing a unified HVI quality check 
procedure at the Brazilian Cotton Associations headquarters in Brasilia.  Under this 
technological breakthrough each gin will submit a percentage of their HVI classed cotton (all 
Brazilian cotton is HVI classed) to the central lab to check on the results, in a similar way the 
USDA does in America.  This new procedure will ensure that the description of the cotton sold is 
maintained , and similar to American cotton, each bale has an authentic ticket or bale tag 
attached, with the unique bale number, which will allow you, the client, to check through our 
website, the origination and original classing of that bale.   
 
All this to ensure that Brazilian cotton has the maximum transparency and support, for 
the extraordinary technological textile industry of Vietnam. 
 
  

 


